Dr. J. J. PRINGLE said that in his experience the intramuscular injection of soluble arsenates produced more rapid and more definite improvement than any other form of treatment in cases such as that shown, the first evidence of amelioration being the diminution or cessation of itching. He was fully aware of the bad results reported from this method of treatment, but he had never observed them, except in one case,' when rather severe gastro-intestinal symptoms on two occasions followed 7-gr. doses of the drug employed (orsudan).
In the same patient 4-gr. doses injected once a week caused no bad symptoms, and the patient rapidly improved. Dr. Liveing prescribed perchloride-ofmercury solution habitually for many years, but he (the speaker) had never been able to satisfy himself as to its efficacy, or, indeed, of any other drug except arsenic, which had to be pushed to its physiological limits if its beneficial action was to be obtained, and this course of action was often impracticable. The point ought not to be lost sight of that some cases of lichen planus spontaneously disappeared in the course of a few months, while others lasted apparently indefinitely.
Linear Naevus of Unusual Type (Nevus Acneiformis).
By HALDIN DAVIS, M.B.
THE patient shown was a little girl, aged 4. She was a healthy child, and the condition which was the occasion of her appearance before the Section gave rise to no inconvenience. On the left side of the neck there was to be seen a double row of black dots set at regular intervals and forming a figure on the skin of the same shape as a note of interrogation (?), but with the convexity pointing to the left instead of to the right. On closer examination each of these dots was seen to be a comedone, firmer and of larger size than the ordinary comedone, projecting from the mouth of a follicle. One of them had been infected by one of the skin-organisms and had given rise to a pustule of the kind commonly associated with an infected comedone in acine vulgaris. According to the patient's mother, the condition had been noticed during the first month of the patient's life, but the extent and size of the eruption and the size of the black dots had gradually increased to their present dimensions. From the history and the regular arrangement of the large comedones, a diagnosis was made of a linear nsevus affecting the sebaceous glands. It evidently is of the same pathology as the case exhibited by Dr. Selhorst, of The Hague, at the International Dermatological Congress in 1896; but Dr. Selhorst's case was in a much older patient (also a female), and -the condition was far more extensive, and the adventitious inflammation due to infection with skin bacteria had caused pus-formation and scarring, which had interfered considerably with the pattern of the congenital navus. Following the nomenclature of Dr. Selhorst, the present case might be called one of nmvus acneiformis unilateralis. The treatment proposed by the exhibitor of the case was excision as far as possible (which would give the opportunity of a biopsy, the result of which he hoped to show the Section at a later date) and cauterization of the remaining follicles. THE patient had been seen by Dr. Little at St. Mary's Hospital about seven years ago, when she was aged about 12, and was subsequently shown to the Dermatological Society of London. The clinical appearance had not changed appreciably in the interval. She had now
